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REGULAR SESSION  **  ECONOMY BOROUGH COUNCIL  **  AUGUST 23, 2011 
 

Council President Ronald R. Rock called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM in Council Chambers of the Economy 
Municipal Building to conduct business of general purposes. 
 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
PRESENT:  Gary Bucuren, Larry Googins, Audrey Mutschler, Donald Sivy, Michelle Sovich-Lapinski,     
Ronald R. Rock 
 
ABSENT:  John C. Thomas 
 
ALSO PRESENT:  Dale M. Fouse, Esq., Randy S. Kunkle, Borough Manager 
           
 
HEAR THE PUBLIC: 
 
Mr. Rock opened the meeting to the public; give name and address for the record; restricted to borough 
business;  try to be 3-5 minutes; speaking one time, trying to get everything in that one time. 
 
No one wished to be heard. 
 
 
MINUTES: 
 
MOTION by Mr. Googins, seconded by Mr. Sivy  – to approve the Minutes of the August 9, 2011,  Regular 
Session of Council, as written.  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Mrs. Mutschler asked if she should abstain.  Mr. Rock reported she does not have to but he would put down 5 
yes, 1 absent, 1 abstain. 
 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT:  No Report 
 
 
MANAGER’S REPORT: 
 
1.COG Salt and Anti-Skid Bids::  Mr. Kunkle reported the lowest bidders from the COG bid for the 
2011/2012 Winter Commodities are Salt, $57.70/ton Cargill and Anti-Skid (3-A), $13.00/ton McClymonds.  
Mr. Rock reported the prices are still down almost $7.00 from 2008 when salt was at a premium.  Mr. Googins 
reported the COSTARS bill for salt is $61.16/ton; feels Cargill is less as it comes out of Neville Island; 
Economy Borough is closer than other municipalities.  Mr. Rock asked Mr. Kunkle since Economy Borough 
has not purchased anti skid since 2004 about purchasing it again in 2011.  Mr. Kunkle reported Economy 
Borough didn’t use very much at all last year; buying it to have on hand; it is thought or hoped that this is 
cleaner than the cinders; there generally is a difference in price; not planning on purchasing a lot of it.  Mr. 
Rock reported he noticed Economy Borough is not purchasing any cinders. 
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MOTION by Mrs. Sovich-Lapinski, seconded by Mr. Bucuren – to accept the lowest bidders for the 2011-
2012 Winter Commodities and enter into contract with the vendors at the approved prices.                
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
  
2.  Daniel Drive Hydrant Request:  Mr. Kunkle reported he has received the releases for the residents on 
Daniel Drive and the Pittsburgh Catholic Diocese regarding their request for a hydrant; the release will allow 
Economy Borough either have the road department or contract with somebody to dig to the water line to 
determine the size of the line; if it is 6” or larger it will support a hydrant; if it is under 6”  a hydrant is 
impossible; will be getting the releases out to those residents this week. 
 
3.  DROP Plan:   Mr. Kunkle reported as mentioned at the last time the Finance Committee met with the 
actuary, she did tell us she would have figures to the Finance Committee by the end of the month; talked to her 
today she would have figures to us next week. 
 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS and OTHER BUSINESS: 
 
FINANCE COMMITTEE: 
 
Mrs. Sovich-Lapinski reported the Finance Committee received today an email about the MMO for 2012; 
would like to defer this to the next meeting so the committee can discuss it and bring it to the floor then.  Mr. 
Rock asked if everyone got that.  Mr. Kunkle reported he sent it to the Finance Committee; the question that 
they need to look at is similar to the situation that Council had last year; because of the economy the state 
allowed municipalities, depending on your stress level, Economy Borough is not zero but one; Level One is 
good as opposed to being Level Three; it opens certain options to the municipalities; one of them being paying a 
reduced MMO; which last year the Finance Committee recommended and Council approved;  Council pays less 
in 2011; Council has the option to do the same thing in 2012; it deferrers those payments to future years; the 
repayment would be spread out over a number of years; one way or the other you have to pay it back; that is 
what the Finance Committee needs to discuss to determine if it is beneficial or the smart thing to do the second 
year; with the good prospects of having a better cash flow, better revenue flow in a couple years due to the 
developments that are taking place, it may be called for to do the reduced payment again; Finance needs to 
discuss that and make a decision.   Mr. Rock verified the next Finance Committee meeting will be September 
8th at 10 AM.  Mr. Fouse reported the DROP Plan issue works into that equation as well; hopefully she will 
have those numbers back.  Mrs. Sovich-Lapinski asked Mr. Kunkle to call her.  Mr. Kunkle reported she would 
have them next week; whatever status the DROP Plan is will have an affect on the MMO; the MMO have to be 
at least presented (to Council) by the end of September; they can be changed later.  Mr. Googins reported by 
deferring this like Council did last year, and if Council does that this year, there is also a chance if the economy 
recovers that in future years the MMO decrease; so it may wash out.   
 
ROAD DEPARTMENT:  No Report 
 
 
ORDINANCE and RECREATION: 
 
Mr. Bucuren reported the following on Recreation: 
 

• Sept. 10, 2011 – Golf Outing at Harmony Ridge. 
• October 22, 2011 - Casino trip to Seneca Niagara 
• December 3, 2011 – Breakfast with Santa 

PUBLIC UTILITIES:  No Report 
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PROPERTY and BUILDING:  No Report 
 
 
PUBLIC SAFETY: 
 
Mrs. Mutschler reported at the last meeting the motion was made to hire Justin Skonieczny conditioned upon 
his passing the medical physical and psychological testing;  has received a verbal conformation that he passed; 
letter will be forthcoming; would like his hire date starting September 1, 2011;  still have to get his card back 
from the state giving him the authority to be an officer in Economy Borough; have to get him in training, his 
uniforms and qualify.  Mr. Rock reported it was contingent on him passing and he has passed; tell Chief 
Harrington to move on this.  Mr. Googins verified that Council does not have to do anything else regarding the 
hiring as the motion stated it was contingent on passing the tests. 
 
Mrs. Mutschler asked if Mayor Poling explained to Mrs. Sovich-Lapinski about the type issue on his monthly 
report.  Mrs. Sovich-Lapinski reported no.  Mrs. Mutschler reported the reason being the bulk of the type is one 
thing; that comes off the computer; those numbers are all generated because they have to go to the FBI, State 
Police for their reports and calculations; the other ones come off the call sheets are public service for Economy 
Borough records; that is why it is typed different than the other, they come off the call sheets and the others are 
mandatory and go to the state.  Mrs. Sovich-Lapinski asked if the whole report goes to the state.  Mrs. 
Mutschler reported she does not know if the whole report goes to the state.  Mrs. Sovich-Lapinski asked to defer 
this because she still has questions. 
 
 
REPORTS: 
 
SECRETARY:  No Report 
 
 
ENGINEER:  No Report 
 
 
SOLICITOR:  No Report 
 
 
HEAR THE PUBLIC II: 
 
Mr. Rock reported he would open up the Hear the Public Park II at this time for any items  on the agenda or 
discussed during the meeting. 
 
Meagan Trimbur, 3225 Ridge Road Ext., reported Mrs. Sovich-Lapinski was not present at the last meeting and 
it was brought up that her mailbox was hit by the road department and it cost $500 to replace; wondered if there 
were estimates that she had gotten done on that mailbox or if she just got one.   Mrs. Sovich-Lapinski reported 
the cost was $447.80; she tried to replace the mailbox that she currently had before it was hit and that mailbox is 
no longer made; tried to find parts in their inventory to see if they could replace the parts; that mailbox was no 
longer available, which was more expensive than the one she ended up buying; only comes in granite and clay; 
she had white; granite and clay is not acceptable to her and she had to get a new mailbox.  Mrs. Trimbur asked 
if that is something that her homeowners would cover.  Mrs. Sovich-Lapinski reported she was told Economy 
Borough would cover it, to submit the bill and that is what she did.  Mrs. Trimbur asked who gave that 
authority.  Mr. Kunkle reported it has been a policy here;  in the minutes it has been done for decades.  Mrs. 
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Trimbur asked if Economy Borough has replaced other residents’ mailboxes that are damaged.   Mr. Kunkle 
reported usually a couple a year.  Mrs. Trimbur asked if there are receipts that these mailboxes cost $500.  Mrs. 
Sovich-Lapinski reported Mrs. Blum has the receipt.  Mr. Kunkle reported they are not paid unless the resident 
brings in a receipt. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
MOTION by Mrs. Mutschler, seconded by Mr. Googins – to adjourn the meeting.  Time:  7:18 PM 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Susan A. Blum 
Borough Secretary 
August 25, 2011 
 
 


